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On April 24,I was honored to be the recipient of a James Floyd Jenkins 
Pillar of Faith Award.  This annual luncheon, honors individuals who 
have provided transformational leadership within their respective fields. 
It is sponsored by the  Howard University School of Divinity and the 
United Church of Christ. 
 
It was a great honor and a lovely day.  I received a beautiful award that 
is still looking for the perfect place of honor in my office. 
 
I must admit that when I was nominated, and, once again, when I was 
chosen to be one of the seven awardees, I felt that I was not worthy.  “I 
only run a small program in Baltimore City. I haven’t served a large 
congregation, written books, published articles or worked for human 
rights in a foreign country.”   
 
But, I realized this award is not just about me.  This award is for all the 
men who have been through the program.  The men who have taught me 
so much and who have accomplished so much.  

 
This award is also for you, the supporters of this program.  With your 
help, we are making a difference in the lives of the men we serve, their 
families and the community.   
 
So, congratulations on being co-awardees of the 2010 James Floyd Jen-
kins Pillar of Faith Award, I could not and can not do this without you.   
 

Thank you, Sheila  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

September 21, 2010 9 a.m.—3:30 p.m. 

Interfaith Forum on Homelessness—Goucher College 

For more information, go to 
www.baltimoreunitedcongregations.org. 
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United Ministries is a 

housing and social 
justice organization 

dedicated to assisting 
homeless men who 
want to change their 

lives, and to changing 
community attitudes 
toward the homeless.  

Life After  
Earl’s Place  

 
In March nine former 
residents joined us for 
the weekly house meet-
ing to share about life 
“after Earl’s Place”.   

Some of the men had 
been gone for many 
months and some for 
just a few months, but 
they all agreed that the 
support and  camarade-
rie that they experienced 
here went a long way 
toward their success.  
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Dining for Earl’s Pace 

Thanks to everyone who dined out at Mt. Washington 
Tavern on April 21 - 10% of each check from individuals 
that made reservations and mentioned Earl’s Place was 
donated to us.   
 
In May board member, Fred Lohr and his wife Alison, 
hosted an evening for Earl’s Place.  Sheila and a former 
resident, Glen C. had a chance to share information about 
Earl’s Place and enjoy a delicious dinner!  
 
Over several months, Rev. Cathy Oatman and several 
dedicated members of her congregation at United Evan-
gelical United Church of Christ in Canton, shared fellow-
ship and food with some of the staff and residents at 
Earl’s Place. The men enjoyed the conversations and the 
delicious food! 
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FAREWELL  AND      

WELCOME! 

Board members are elected for three 
year terms with the option of continuing 
on for an additional three years.  In June, 
we gratefully thanked Marcia Conlin 
and Carol Hoffman for their years of 
service and support.  We also said good-
bye to Leonard Sparks and Aanand Ra-
dia, both of whom secured new jobs and 
moved to New York state and city re-
spectively.   
 
While we are always sad to see old 
friends move on, we are excited to wel-
come four new friends to our family.  
We are pleased to welcome Ira Cox, 
Janet Glover-Kerkvliet, Laurin Hodge 
and Paulette Pettit-Austrich to the board 
of directors! 
 
We are also pleased to welcome James 
Carey to Earl’s Place as our case        
manager.  

Bowling for FUN! 

Rev. Beth Cantrell and members of Im-
manuel United Church of Christ in 
Catonsville worked with Sheila to plan 
other ways to continue to be involved 
with Earl’s Place in addition to the     
annual cookout.   
 
In April, several of us from Earl’s Place 
and Immanuel went duck pin bowling at 
the Patterson Park Bowling Center.   We 
had a blast (after we got our second 
wind since we didn’t start until 10 p.m. 
and with the help of our teams even 
those of us who are not adept at bowling 
didn’t do too badly!   
 
Our next joint outing will be a volunteer 
night at the Maryland Food Bank.  

“What’s next, the Symphony?” 

On May 13 we welcomed twenty-two college students and 
their advisor from the Wesley Foundation, a United Meth-
odist campus ministry, at Tennessee Technological Univer-
sity. Each spring the choir takes a tour, and this year they 
traveled to Baltimore. They try to sing in places that serve 
people who are poor or may be struggling.  
 
Earl’s Place does not have a large community area so we 
were a little concerned about fitting approximately 50 peo-
ple in, but Bud Alexander, the campus minister, assured 
Sheila that they were used to working in all kinds of spaces 
and it would be fine. He was right. We moved furniture 
around and had a “stage area” on the handicap ramp and 
for about an hour the students entertained us with musical 
selections, all a capella since the keyboard had died.   
 
They were great!  Indeed, an encore was requested.  How-
ever, the best part of the evening was after they finished 
singing when we all shared a little about ourselves and the 
program and then had a chance to mingle. The following 
week, one of the men wanted to know “Who’s coming this 
week, the symphony?”.    
 
You can find a picture on our website, www.earlsplace.org 
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THANK YOU! 
The support of these donors has helped us carry out our mission of providing new  

beginnings through housing.  
If you have provided for United Ministries/Earl’s Place in your estate plans,  

please let us know.  If not, please let us show you how you can.  
Call or write:  United Ministries, Inc. 1400 E. Lombard Street Baltimore, MD 21231    

410-522-0225                  sheila@earlsplace.org    

FRIENDS & SUPPORTERS  

A.R. Simmons 
Alta Horn 
Casey Anno & David Wilhelm 
Joseph Arsenault & Linda 
Emerick 
Rev. Eugene & Karen Bartell 
Rev. James Bell 
Rev. Lucy Brady 
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Woods 
Gwendolyn Bullock 
Scott Carberry 
Christ United Church of Christ 
(UCC) 
Marcia Conlin 
Ann Cotten 
April Cox 
Katherine Craig 
Diakon Kathryn’s Kloset 
Benjamin Dorsey* 
James & Vilma Duffy 
William and Agnes Eakle, Sr.  
Emmanuel (Baust) UCC 
Mr. & Mrs. George Evans 
Rev. C. Larry Fisher 
Michael Fulton* 
Robert Garner 
Charles Gaskins 
Geoffrey Genth 
Gerry’s Tire Auto Service 
Mardella Gillespie 
Lawrence Gisondi 
Golden Ring Co-op 
Elaine Guglioelmelli  
Anthony Harding * 
Howard Haslbeck  
Sheila Helgerson & Michael 
Taurone 
Thomas Henninger 
Carol Hoffman  
Nancy Holder 

Immanuel UCC Women’s Guild 
Lois Joellenbeck & Peter Scholl 
Dorothy Jones 
Alexander Kern 
Bertha Kerzel-Collins 
Elizabeth Kirk 
Scott Kreger: RBC Wealth   
Management  
Helen L. H. Krom  
Katie Lambert 
Ronald & Maria Lefrancois 
Fred & Alison Lohr 
Lila Lohr 
Rev. Karen Lovelace 
Betty Macioch 
Howard & Carol Manger  
Nancy McIntyre 
James Menendez 
Susan Meyers 
Miles White Beneficial Society 
of Baltimore City 
Howard & Lena Miller 
Phyllis Mitchell 
Daniel Motz 
Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan Lawless 
Larry Nunley 
William Oeser 
Rev. John & Meg Oliver 
Caroline Pinkin 
Mr. & Mrs. Rudolph Polcak 
Lisa Pupa 
Barbara Schroeder 
Mr. & Mrs. Allan Schwartz  
Stephen Shawe 
Leonard & Shirley Shiloh 
David & Courtney Sieck 
Gregory Smith 
St. John UCC 
St. Margaret’s Church  
St. Mark’s UCC 

St. Matthew UCC 
Joan Stinchcomb 
Rev. Bruce Swanson  
Maureen Sweeney-Smith 
Towson Unitarian Universalist 
Church 
Cheryl & Robert Troska 
Shirley Vine  
Marilyn Vogel 
Elizabeth Walter 
Kara Weiland 
Daniel White* 
Doug & Jill White 
Daniel Williams  
Robert & Barbara Young 
Zion Evangelical UCC 
 
 
* Visionary (Current or former 
resident) 
 
This list reflects gifts of donors be-
tween March 15 and June 30, 2010. 
Every effort is made to recognize 
all gifts.  We sincerely apologize if 
any errors or omissions have been 
made. Please contact our office for 
corrections.  
 
A copy of our current financial 
statement is available upon request 
by contacting United Ministries at 
1400 E. Lombard Street, Baltimore, 
MD 21231 or 410-522-0225.  
Documents and information sub-
mitted to the State of Maryland un-
der the Maryland Charitable Solici-
tations Act are available from the 
Office of the Secretary for the cost 
of copying and postage.  
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Voices of the Visionaries 

Recently Earl D. saw a $200 pair of tennis shoes that he really 
wanted.  He shared with Sheila that although he wanted the shoes 
and was actually ready to buy them, he didn’t.  Why?  As he says, 
“Earl’s Place kicked in and I realized I didn’t need them.”   
 
Luke W. called to tell Sheila that he settled on his own home in mid-
June.  He said, “You will know where to find me for the next 30 
years!”.   
 
Bryant stopped by to say that he was doing well.  Bryant left our 
program a few years ago when he was not doing so well.  He said, 
“Even though I wasn’t successful here, I never doubted that the love 
and commitment I felt here were real.  I just wasn’t ready.”   
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

TO RECEIVE UPDATES AND              
NEWSLETTERS VIA E-MAIL, 

PLEASE SIGN UP  BY  
E-MALING US AT                                         
info@earlsplace.org 
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