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MISSION
STATEMENT

United Ministries
is a housing and
social justice or-
ganization dedi-
cated to assisting
homeless men
who want to
change their lives,
and to changing
community atti-
tudes toward the
homeless.

EARL’S PLACE

a United Ministries project

Gordon Livingston, M.D. writes in his

book, Too Soon Old, Too Late Smart,

Thirty True Things You Need to

Know Now, “Most of the heartbreak
that life contains is a result of ignoring
the reality that past behavior is the
most reliable predicator of future be-
havior.”

Those of us who are working with peo-
ple who have made a lot of bad choices
and who have done a lot of bad things
know that this is sometimes true. But
we also know that it doesn’t have to
be. People can change; behaviors can
be changed. The men have skills or
they wouldn’t have survived. It is time
for them to learn how to use those
skills in positive ways.

We have a thief in the house. Actually
we probably have more than one thief
in the house, but most are not practic-
ing that old behavior.

Although we have “house” food and
everyone states that if you need some-
thing just ask and you will receive,
someone has been stealing other peo-
ple’s food. This is communal living at
its worst.

Over the years we have minor inci-
dents of something missing, but re-
cently it has been consistent and has
caused a lot of distress in the house.

BEHAVIORS—OLD AND NEW

HOPE, HELP, HOME AGAIN!

So, much to my chagrin, we are put-
ting locks on the refrigerators. This
does not answer the question of who
the thief is, but it will reduce the ten-
sion in the house and we will continue
to discuss working on changing behav-
iors and showing respect for each
other.

While this is disappointing, there are
many signs of hope. The men continue
to work toward their goals—housing,
education, jobs. Several recently ob-
tained their own apartments and, of
course, others have moved into Earl’s
Place.

Charles, a former resident who left the
program earlier this year, told me,
“Sometimes I just feel like saying the
heck with it all. Then if [ am out driv-
ing and I go past this place (Earl’s
Place) I stop and reflect. I learned
how to calm down, I learned how to
breathe and I am learning to do good
even though it is so much easier to do
bad.

That is why this program is so impor-
tant. One man at a time we are chang-
ing behaviors and helping them see
that a new way of life is possible. With
your continued support many more
men like Charles will learn that doing
the right thing is the right way of life.
Sheila
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“Never doubt that a small group of MAKING A DIFFERENCE

thoughtful, committed citizens can
change the world. Indeed, it is the
only thing that every has.”

~Margaret Meade ¥ Thanks to Josh Wesalo and his “Project Josh’s Garden™ for providing

us with fresh and delicious organic vegetables from his garden.

¥ Ravens Roost # 69 Security supports Earl’s Place as one of their charities. One of their popular annual
events is a Crab Feast. This year the residents were thrilled when Sheila brought a box of steamed crabs
back with her. One of the men said, “The crabs were real nice. I had to call my sister and tell her about
them!”

¥ Eggs to order and all the other fixings for a delicious breakfast were provided by Rev. Jerry Fuss and
members of Emmanuel UCC in Westminster. The intrepid group arrived at Earl’s Place on a Friday
morning at 6:15 a.m. bearing goodies and a load of donations from our wish list. After feeding our bodies
and spirits they continued on to spend the day at the Aquarium.

¥ Rev. Beth Cantrell and seven members of Immanuel UCC recently joined us for a cookout. We ate and
engaged in a thoughtful conversation on ways to reach out to persons in need. Pastor Beth told the men
“We seriously hope you succeed. We may not know all of your names or see you regularly, but we are
rooting for you.”

(" (ongratulations

lo:

¢ Art, Charles B, Clint, Glen H., Larry, and |
Willie on obtaining their own housing :
Charles D. who obtained his GED

Glen H. on his recent marriage

Mike who passed his driver’s license test

S O O O

Visionary, Glen C. on his graduation from Morgan with a Master’s in Social

Work and subsequent employment with a treatment center

Willie and Art were especially vocal about their moves. Willie, “I feel a joy in
my heart!” and Art, “I got my keys and my apartment is even better than I

remembered!”
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FRIENDS

A.R. Simmons and
Associates, Inc.

Anonymous

Baltimore Sun Charities

Deborah Barth

Vera Calendar— Golden

Ring Co-op

Carl Caplan

Henry & Margaret
Cassia, Jr.

Central Atlantic
Conference United
Church of Christ (UCC)

Chesapeake Association
ucc

Michael Covance

Marcia Conlin

Michelle & Kevin Cooke

Bobby & Frank Curtis

James C. & Susan Daly

Rev. John Deckenback

Jane Durch

Mr. & Mrs. William
Eakle, Sr.

Frank & Jean Ferrando

First & St. Stephen’s UCC

Rev. C. Larry Fisher

Gregory Fox

Harold & Rhea Fox

Gerry’s Tire Service

Mr. & Mrs. Raymond
Gillespie

Lawrence Gisondi

Ellen Godwin

Golden Anchor Yacht
Club

The Grasmick Family:
Nancy, Grant and Lou

Sheila Helgerson &
Michael Taurone

Thomas Henninger

Tom & Carol Hoffman

Immanuel UCC

Mr.& Mrs. Harvey Jacob

Barbara Joellenbeck

Lois Joellenbeck

Mr. & Mrs. Samuel
Jones, Jr.

THANK YOU!

The support of these donors has helped us carry out our mission

of helping men return Home Again!

If you have provided for United Ministries/Earl’s Place in your estate plans,
please let us know. If not, please let us show you how you can.
Call or write: United Ministries, Inc.1400 E. Lombard Street Baltimore, MD 21231
410-522-0225 unitedministries@yverizon.net
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Sherrie Jung

Michael & Karen Kaiser

Mr. & Mrs. Melvin Keller

Alexander Kern

Scott Kreger: Ferris,
Baker Watts

Helen L. H. Krom

Alan Lambert *

Ron & Maria LeFrancois

The John J. Leidy
Foundation

Mary Jane Lulay

Betty J. Macioch

Margaret Marshall

Mr. & Mrs. Johnnie
McKee

James Menendez

Ron & Rose Marie
Meservey

Messiah UCC

Susan Meyers

George Mikulan

Howard & Lena Miller

Phyllis Mitchell

Ida M. Moore

Mr. & Mrs. Keith
Niemeyer

Mr. & Mrs. William Oeser

Rev. John & Meg Oliver

Steven & Donna Owlett

Sharon & Richard
Pitruzzella

Warren M. Pitts

Nijole Powell

Rev. Johnny & Shirley
Ramsey

Ravens Roost No. 69
Security

Dr. & Mrs. William
Reichel, M.D.

Candice Richardson

Loretta Richardson

Mr. & Mrs. Homer
Riggins, 111

Ford C. & Carol B.
Rowell

Sharon Rubinstein

Zita Saurusaitis

Gertrude Scheible

Barbara Schroeder

Dorothy Schwartz

Marc Sengebusch

Alex P. Shawe

Rebecca Sherbloom

Diann L. Snyder

St. John’s UCC

St. Paul’s UCC

John Stewart*

Edward Szrom

Anne Taurone

Mary M. Tsottles

United Evangelical UCC

Christine Walz

Rev. Edwin O. Wenck

Jill & Doug White

Daniel White, Jr. *

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel R.
Williams, Sr.

Robert M. Young

Gift In Kind

Betty Arbuckle

Rev. James Bell

Gerri Bonachowska

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Butler

Lois Carrigan

Christ UCC

William Christ

Columbia United
Christian Church

Earl Drew*

Brian Dubaj

Larry & Leslie Dunham

Emmanuel (Baust) UCC

George & Elaine Farrant

Jeanne Fogle

Foundation of Miracles

Carole Gibison

Donna & Christopher
Gregory

Karen Harris

Terry Hayes

Tom & Carol Hoffman

Alta Horn

James Jeffries

Gabriel Jiminez*

Ron & Maria LeFrancois

Kenneth & Jean Lilquist

Susan Meyers

Art & Diane Murphy

Patterson Park Baptist
Church

Rev. Johnny & Shirley
Ramsey

Dr. & Mrs. William
Reichel, M.D.

Ford C. & Carol B.
Rowell

Jason Sackett

St. John’s UCC

David Schwartz

Cheryl Troska

Tammy Turner

Rev. Edwin O. Wenck

Josh Wesalo

Janice P. York

In Memory of

Kathryn Joellenbeck

In Honor of

Sheila Helgerson

Dylan Karlin (Bar Mitzvah)

Lois Joellenbeck
David Schwartz

Your generosity is
appreciated!
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Sheila Helgerson, Executive Director

Earl’s Place

1400 E. Lombard Street

Baltimore, Maryland 21231

Phone: 410-522-0225 Fax: 410-522-3744
E-mail: unitedministries@verizon.net

We’re on the WEB

< www.unitedministries-earlsplace.org »

A copy of our current financial statement is available upon re-
quest by contacting United Ministries at 1400 E. Lombard Street,
Baltimore, MD 21231 or 410-522-0225. Documents and infor-
mation submitted to the State of Maryland under the Maryland
Charitable Solicitations Act are available from the Office of the

Secretary for the cost of copying and postage.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Leonard Sparks
President
Fred Lohr, Esq.
Vice President
Carol Hoffman
Secretary
Vacant

Treasurer 2 p.m.

Marcia Conlin, Esq. )
Dr. Ann Cotton, D.P.A. , C.P.A. December 21: Homeless Person’s Memorial Day

Rev. Dr. John Deckenback S p-m.
Rev. Roy Joellenbeck

Rev. Jennifer Knighton January 1:
Steven Owlett, C.P.M., CMIR 2 p.m.

Jill White

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

September 20: Macy’s Shop For A Cause
Discount shopping passes available—$5

Contact Sheila at 410-522-0225 or
umdirector@verizon.net

November 9: Home Again! Reception &

Silent Auction

Overhills Mansion 916 S. Rolling Road

Location TBA

2009 New Year’s Resolution Run
Patterson Park

For more information, call 410-522-0225 or check our
website: www.unitedministries-earlsplace.org
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